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Colorado Can Read:

Building The Nation’s Next Literacy Success Story

C

COLORADO CHILDREN’S
*« CAMPAIGN -
Eve . For every Kid.
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Releasing New Reports Every October To...

Build Evidence to Address Research Help Kids Focus on
Inform Policy Gapsin Colorado Being Kids

Pull together the best Provide data and research Arm advocates and
available research and on key issues often missed decision-makers with the
information to inform in key conversations. bestinformation to improve

conversations at the capital. the lives of Colorado’s kids.
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Importance of Third Grade Reading

Third grade reading proficiency is highly predictive of
students' long-term success.

4th Grade
* Reading to Learn

3rd Grade

Learning to Read
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Importance of Third Grade Reading

Third grade reading proficiency is associated with:

Higher rates of graduation

Higher likelihood of postsecondary education

Stable employment in adulthood

Higher income into adulthood
Better health
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Lack of Reading Proficiency in Colorddo

There has been almost no progress in third grade
reading proficiency in a decade.

Third graders not meeting expectations
in ELAon CMAS, 2017-2026

59%

60% 5%,  o1% 59%

Third graders not
meeting expectations 2117 M@ 2018 2020 = 2022 2023 24 2025 2038

in ELAon CMAS, 2026

Source: Colorado Department of Education



KIDSIN F(®)CUS

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 'S CAMPAIGN

Lack of Reading Proficiency in Cologfaco

We are falling short for some kids more than others —
often the ones who are already behind.

Third graders not meeting expectations in ELA on CMAS by income, 2026

Mot Economically Disadvantaged 30 percentage
point gap

Source: Colorado Department of Education
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Lack of Reading Proficiency in Cologfaco

We are falling short for some kids more than others —
often the ones who are already behind.

Third graders not meeting expectations in ELA on CMAS by characteristic, 2026

Hawaiian or Pacific Islander _ 79% English Language Learner _ 91%

American Indian or Alaska Native 78%

Migrant 87%
Hispanic 76% . .
Special Education 86%
Black 74%
Economically Disadvantaged 76%
All Students 59%
Two or More Races _ 51% All Students 59%
Asian _ 49% Gifted and Talented . 12%

Source: Colorado Department of Education



There is a solution... r/

Proficient
3rd Grade
. Reader

Colorado’s Current Implementation

:_4:' No implementation (' Partial implementation Q Approaching full implementation
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Success in Other States

Mississippi:
From 49t to 9th

Indiana:
Continuous
Commitment

Florida:
Original System

Massachusetts:
Long-Term
Excellence
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How Does Colorado Fare?

Proficient
3rd Grade
. Reader .

Colorado’s Current implementation

l:_ /‘:' No implementation (' Partial implementation Q Approaching full implementation
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Evidence-Based Reading Instruction

Evidence-Based Reading Instruction Included in READ Act; Partial Implementation O
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Early Identification

Early Identification Included in READ Act; Approaching Full Implementation Q

EL
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Targeted Intervention

@ Targeted Intervention Included in READ Act; Partial Implementation O
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Skill-Based Fourth Grade Promotion

Skill-Based Fourth Grade Promotion Not included in READ Act; No Implementation O




Ongoing Professional Development

Ongoing Professional Development Included in READ Act; Partial Inplementation O
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The Path Forward

. Commit to third grade literacy.

Update the READ Act to create a truly
comprehensive, statewide literacy

system.

. Use other states as models for reform.




Coming Up Later This Month...

Proof It Works: Public Investments Too Far From Care: Closing The Gap
Reduce Colorado Child Poverty in Colorado’s Pediatric Access
Thursday, October 15 @ 9:30AM Thursday, October 22 @ 9:30AM
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Questions?

&
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