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The Colorado Children’s Campaign is the leading voice for kids at the state capitol. We envision

a Colorado where all children thrive and for 40 years have utilized data, research, and relationships
to unapologetically advocate with policymakers across the political spectrum to break down
barriers and improve the lives of kids in Colorado.

OUR COMMITMENT TO KIDS INCLUDES:

e Leading child-focused advocacy and public policy change. e Cultivating effective relationships to raise public and political will.
e Analyzing and sharing high-quality, credible research and data e Strengthening and expanding the advocacy ecosystem.

All youth have the resources and opportunities in their schools and communities to thrive.
Implement the New School Funding Formula

e Lawmakers passed a new K-12 funding formula in 2024 (HB-1448). Now, legislators must act to “turn on” the new formula
and prioritize funds for underserved students, including those from low-income families, students with special needs,
English language learners, and rural schools.

Accurately Measure and Support Student Needs

¢ Strengthen data collection on student demographics, particularly for students living in poverty, to ensure resources are
accurately directed to meet students’ needs and close gaps in funding, particularly for Healthy School Meals for All (HSMA).

Enhance Positive School Climates

¢ Utilize new school climate data to create safe, inclusive, and supportive environments, reducing suspensions and
absenteeism, boosting academic outcomes, and fostering positive connections in every Colorado school.

e Require that restraint and seclusion data be reported for parents and policymakers.

All children have access to quality early childhood experiences that foster their development.
Ensure Success and Accountability for UPK and CDEC

e Strengthen the Universal Preschool Program (UPK) and Department of Early
Childhood (CDEC) by ensuring early childhood data systems are comprehensive,
regularly updated, and provide a complete overview of programs, provider
demographics, and child outcomes.

e Ensure the UPK and CDEC third-party evaluations fully assess their effectiveness,
successes, and challenges and include actionable steps that will frame future
priorities.

Support Child Care Providers

e Sustain recent child care investments and workforce tax credits to help ensure
competitive wages and benefits, reduce turnover, and enhance the stability and
quality of child care for families across the state.

Improve the Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP)

e Ensure access to affordable child care through CCCAP which eases financial burdens on families and supports parents in the
workforce. Recent federal rules will greatly affect CCCAP, leading to fewer families served without additional investments
and policy change.



Health Priorities

All children have access to comprehensive health coverage, services, and supports to promote well-being.
Address the Medicaid Unwind

e Prioritize county funding for systems and application upgrades to prevent eligible children and families from losing
Medicaid coverage as pandemic-era protections expire.

Implement and Protect Recent Expansions and Existing Health Programs

e Safeguard recent health coverage expansions and ensure successful implementation, including Cover All Coloradans
for undocumented kids and pregnant people, to secure families’ access to essential healthcare services.

e Ensure sustained funding for Colorado’s health programs including Reinsurance and OmniSalud to maintain consistent
access to healthcare and prevent coverage gaps for children and families.

Economic Security

All families have the financial resources and housing to support their
economic security.

Measure the Impact of the TANF Program

e Better collect data in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
program to assess the impact of recent policy changes and maximize spending
to decrease extreme child poverty.

e Set Colorado up for success in anticipation of upcoming federal rule changes which
will impact TANF eligibility and services.

Support Young Children and Students Facing Eviction and Homelessness

e Utilize recently reported data to improve eviction prevention efforts and supports for young
children and students to reduce housing instability and improve educational and health outcomes.

SPEAK UP FOR KIDS

Our 14 th Annual advocacy day, Speak Up For Kids, will take place on
Wednesday, April 2, 2025, at History Colorado and the State Capitol.
This event provides training to help advocates speak up about the
issues they care about most.

For more information and to register, visit bit.ly/SpeakUp2025.

SIGN UP FOR KIDS FLASH

Our weekly newsletter features the latest on child well-being in pres
Colorado. During the legislative session, we’ll highlight bills affecting !I-‘?J;;s' !I
kids and families and provide weekly Capitol Updates.

To learn more and sign up, visit bit.ly/KidsFlashUpdates. J:! X .E E~
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