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e Chair Fields and members of the Committee, my name is Erin Miller and |
serve as Vice President of Health Initiatives at the Colorado Children’s
Campaign.

e Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 156 and
thank you to Senators Pettersen and Moreno for bringing this bill forward.

e The Children’s Campaign supports this bill because it codifies the current
requirements for private health insurance plans to cover contraceptives
without cost-sharing and will expand access to family planning.

e Colorado has made great strides in reducing unintended and teen
pregnancy over the last decade. Rates of teen birth and abortion, among
women ages 15-19, decreased 60 percent from 2009 to 2017. During the
same period, births to women who hadn’t finished high school fell by 38
percent.

e Expanding access to contraceptives in private plans is one key part of a
multiprong strategy to remove barriers to reduce unintended pregnancy
and ensure that Coloradans can plan their families in a way that makes
sense for them and chart their own futures.

e |tis well documented that due to the systemic barriers they face, families
that experience unintended pregnancies often have poorer health
outcomes for themselves and their children, struggle to and often do not
complete school, have difficulty advancing their careers and need to use
more public assistance.

e Unintended pregnancy is associated with several adverse birth outcomes,
including preterm birth and low birth weight births that are driving causes
of infant mortality in Colorado.

e The current contraceptive coverage requirement and the types of plans
subject to it exist only in federal regulation and are subject to the whim of



the federal administration. We support codifying these requirements in
Colorado law for all health plans regulated by the state of Colorado.

The bill also codifies and protects other essential maternity care services,
including expanded tobacco counseling for pregnant women and
comprehensive breastfeeding support and counseling.

| want to thank Planned Parenthood for the stakeholder process they
engaged in around this bill and their partnership in crafting this policy.

This bill is a critical step in reducing unintended pregnancies and supporting
healthy pregnancies and early parenthood in Colorado and we urge its
support.



