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Thank you, Madame Chair and members of the committee. My name is Sam Espinoza
and | currently serve as a Policy Analyst at the Colorado Children’s Campaign.

| appreciate the opportunity to testify in support of HB 1236 and am thankful to
Representative’s Lontine & Will for bringing this bill forward.

We support this bill because it would help reduce the number of uninsured
Coloradan’s across the state and health insurance is crucial for Colorado kids and
families.

Health insurance is the first step to one’s overall health and wellbeing. Whether through
private insurance or a public program, health insurance improves access to vital health
services, improves mental health, reduces infant, child and maternal mortality, and
provides necessary financial protection for families.

Research shows that children with health insurance coverage are less likely to drop out
of high school, more likely to graduate from college, and have higher incomes as adults.
For decades, the Children’s Campaign, together with our partners through the All Kids
Covered Coalition, have been fighting to ensure every child in Colorado has health
insurance. And, until recent years, we’ve seen real progress.

Between 2008 and 2015, the rate of uninsured children fell dramatically by two thirds;
and hovered around 4.4 percent ever since.

And, recent data, indicate that our rate of children’s health insurance coverage may be
declining.

e |n 2008, we know that 4.5 Colorado kids went without health insurance.

e The percentage of Hispanic/Latino children without health insurance in Colorado
tripled between 2017 and 2019.

The Colorado Children’s Campaign especially supports this bill because we know there
has been a sharp decline in our state’s Medicaid and CHP+ enrollment, that cannot be
explained by the declining unemployment rate alone.

e Inthe last two fiscal years, enrollment in Medicaid and CHP+ fell by more than
21,000 children or 1.7 percent overall.

e The latest national estimates looking at enrollment between March 2017 and
2019 suggest an even larger decline for Colorado: nearly 43,000 children or 6.8
percent, which again, cannot be explained by any change to the unemployment
rate. And based on anecdotal evidence and local analysis, patients who lose
coverage with Health First Colorado are not enrolling in private coverage.



Finally, the Children’s Campaign supports this bill because we know the largest share
of uninsured children in Colorado are kids who are eligible for health insurance
through Medicaid, CHP+ or the exchange, but unenrolled.

And, this bill targets that group, the largest group of uninsured children by reaching out
to and providing information to families about their eligibility of coverage options.

By building a bridge between the tax and health systems, we are removing barriers
facing Coloradans, keeping them from enjoying the benefits of health insurance.
HB1236 is a crucial and commonsense solution to improve Colorado’s uninsured rate,
improving the overall wellbeing for Coloradoans without health insurance.

We strongly urge you to vote yes in support.

And, thank you again for your time.



