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Thank you, Madame Chair and members of the committee, for the opportunity to
testify in support of HB 19-1257 and HB 19-1258.

My name is Kelly Causey and | am the President and CEO of the Colorado
Children’s Campaign.

We would like to thank the sponsors for bringing forward these proposals to help
address the ongoing underinvestment in Colorado’s children and families.

Investments in children require taking the long view. They require a commitment
to looking upstream at preventing challenges and promoting opportunity, rather
than remediating downstream. But, with scarce resources, policymakers are left

spending more to fix what has failed and put out fires rather than investing early
in children and families and preventing problems in the first place.

We believe it is reasonable, in the years that our economy is doing well, to
reinvest funds already collected by the state into priorities like education that are
facing shortfalls.

We heard from earlier panelists about the desperate funding situation our schools
face in many parts of our state and how these bills would help.

In addition to education, additional budget flexibility could help research-based
programs and public policies that go under or un-funded each year

To name a few:

e Colorado’s youth are facing a behavioral health and suicide crisis. But we
have far too few nurses, social workers, and school counselors helping
support our children.

e We save more than S2 for every S1 invested in the evidence-based Healthy
Steps program, but only a fraction of eligible families have access to it.



e Access to child care is often the difference between economic opportunity
and economic insecurity for many families. Colorado’s Child Care Assistance
Program only serves about 1 in 10 eligible families.

We see many of the challenges facing children and families as unintended
consequences of our constitutional amendments that were never designed to
interact with each other. Because revenue limits have put our state budget on
autopilot, we simply don’t have what’s needed to fund the children who need it
most.

This proposal does not solve all of our funding challenges, especially in years
where TABOR refunds are not triggered. But we see this as a critical piece of the
puzzle to getting our state budget off of autopilot. As those responsible for
allocating where our limited resources are spent, we encourage you as legislators
to put this in front of voters to see if they agree.

Thank you for your support for these bills and | would be happy to answer any
questions you might have.



