


										       July XX, 2018
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health
Office of the Secretary
Attention: Proposed Rule 83 FR 25502
RIN: 0937-ZA00
			
RE: Public Comment in Response to the Proposed Regulation, Compliance With Statutory Program
Integrity Requirements

Dear Assistant Secretary Giroir, M.D.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed rule entitled, “Compliance With Statutory Program Integrity Requirements” published June 1. I am writing on behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION]. [MISSION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION.] [YOUR ORGANIZATION] strongly opposes these proposed rules. This radical proposal has never been implemented in the United States and it would jeopardize the trusting relationship between women and their providers and put the health of the 4 million women nationwide who use Title X clinics at risk. In Colorado, Title X clinics provide health care services to more than 40,000 women and men a year. Colorado has 75 Title X clinics including local health departments, Federally Qualified Health Centers, hospitals and private nonprofit clinics. 

The proposed rule could increase the rate of unintended pregnancy in Colorado by eliminating the requirement that Title X clinics provide access to the full range of FDA-approved contraceptive methods, which could limit women’s access to the contraceptive methods of their choice. [YOUR ORGANIZATION] opposes this change. We support ensuring that women in Colorado have access to the full range of contraceptive methods including the most effective long-acting methods – such as IUDs and hormonal implants – so that women can plan their families in a way that works best for them. Methods encouraged in this rule such as "natural family planning" and “fertility awareness-based" methods are significantly less effective with typical use than long-acting methods, leading to a higher number of unintended pregnancies. Reducing unintended pregnancy helps Colorado families get off to the best possible start. It empowers women to attain their education goals, helping create financially secure and strong families, lowers the abortion rate and reduces the number of people who need to use Medicaid and other public assistance programs. 

Nearly 40 percent of pregnancies in Colorado are unintended and this rate is higher among women who become pregnant as teenagers – when a lack of resources and support can make becoming a parent even harder. Thanks in part to Colorado’s Title X program, Colorado’s teen birth rate was at an all-time low in 2016. Please do not make changes to the Title X program that would roll back this historic success.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment in response to this proposal. If you have any questions or concerns about our recommendations, please contact [NAME OF PERSON SUBMITTING THE COMMENTS AND CONTACT INFORMATION]. 

Sincerely, 
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