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 Thank you, Mister Chair.  

 My name is Erin Miller and I’m the Vice President of Health Initiatives at the Colorado 
Children’s Campaign.  

 We support this bill together with a handful of statewide health care consumer 
advocacy groups – including the Colorado Center on Law and Policy, Healthier Colorado, 
the Colorado Consumer Health Initiative and The Bell Policy Center.  

 I appreciate the opportunity to support this bill because the issue of high health 
insurance costs across our state impacts kids too. 

 In 2016, there were about 7,000 Colorado children living at or above 400 percent of the 
federal poverty level without health insurance (1.6 percent of children at this income 
level). 1  Counties like Mesa, with high health insurance costs, had a rate of kids without 
health insurance whose families were in this income group that was more than twice as 
high as the state average. 

 The Children’s Campaign works also with a network of leaders across the state (our It’s 
About Kids network) and many of these leaders have expressed concern about their 
health insurance premiums. Some of these leaders operate childcare centers, 
supporting our working families, and they struggle to afford health insurance for 
themselves and their employees. 

 Reinsurance is a proven tool to help reduce risk and lower premiums. It has been 
successfully implemented in a number of other states and is a permanent feature of 
Medicare part D. 

 Reinsurance would lower costs for individuals above the tax credit line across the state 
in an equitable way. Reinsurance would lower costs for individuals who purchase their 
own individual health insurance and make too much to qualify for tax credits through 
Connect for Health Colorado. It would help get kids get health insurance coverage in 
these high-cost areas and with family incomes just above the cut off for tax credit 
assistance. 

 I urge your support of HB 1392. 
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