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Please OPPOSE 
Senate Bill 250: Student Exemption from Immunization Requirements 

Sponsors: Sens. Neville and Marble & Reps. Lebsock and Neville 
 

 
Current law allows parents who choose to exempt their child from immunizations required for school entry (CRS 25-4-
902) to submit certification or statement of the exemption to their child’s school.  CRS 25-4-903 allows for both medical 
and non-medical exemptions. The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has created a standard 
exemption form for use in both medical and non-medical exemptions under the statutory authority created in CRS 25-4-
903 and 25-4-904.  
 
Under Senate Bill 250 the requirement to use a standardized exemption form is removed.  

 For non-medical exemptions, the bill requires a letter from parent/guardian stating a religious or personal belief.  

 For medical exemptions, the bill requires a letter from a medical provider explaining conditions of student’s 
medical exemption. 

 
Concerns about SB 250 
Medical providers and school health professionals alike have concerns about the unintended consequences of SB 250. 
The process of using a standardized form is a best practice and is adopted in the overwhelming majority of other states 
with non-medical exemptions (18) and medical exemptions (50). Colorado has used a standardized form since the 
inception of certificate of immunization for school entry in 1978, and later in 2004 when an exemption section was 
added to the certificate. 
 
Colorado currently has some of the most permissive vaccine exemption laws in the country. Parents and guardians 
continue to have the ability to utilize three different types of exemptions if they wish to forego vaccinations. The 
requirement to use a standardized form in no way infringes on the ability to claim an exemption. As such, there are 
concerns about a departure allowing use of non-standardized forms for both medical and non-medical exemptions.  
 

 Administrative barriers: School nurses and support staff are on the front line of the exemption process for 
schools.  The system proposed under SB 250 will create confusion and increased workload on these already 
understaffed professionals. Given the lack of detail in SB 250, it can be assumed that a parent or guardian could 
submit a single sheet of paper stating “I exempt” leaving the school nurse or support staff to decipher additional 
information. In a disease outbreak situation, it is critical that school and public health officials know the 
immunization and exemption status of all students to ensure proper containment and treatment.  
 

 Clinical barriers: Medical providers and local public health agencies are responsible for certifying a child is 
unable to receive one or more vaccines due to a contraindication from a medical condition. A standardized form 
is critical for record keeping and ensuring continuity of care, and ultimately becomes part of a child’s HIPPA 
protected medical record.  Allowing non-standard forms would result in additional workload and increase the 
chance of administrative errors when translating into a child’s medical record.   

 
 

We respectfully ask for your NO vote on SB 250  
to preserve the public health of our children and communities.  
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Organizations Opposed to SB 250 

 
American Academy of Pediatrics, Colorado Chapter 

American College of Emergency Physicians 
Colorado Academy of Family Physicians 

Colorado Association of Local Public Health Officials 
Colorado Association of School Nurses 

Colorado Children’s Campaign 
Colorado Children’s Immunization Coalition 

Colorado Parents for Vaccinated Communities 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 

Colorado Medical Society 
Colorado Society of Osteopathic Medicine 

Children’s Hospital Colorado 
Denver Health 

Immunization Action Coalition 
Public Health Nurses Association of Colorado 

Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children 
 
 

 


